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Honored Rabbi, Cantor, family and friends, thank you all for coming
to help me celebrate my Bar Mitzvah. Ideas of justice emphasizing the
dignity of man is what today's Torah portion teaches us. The word MISHPATIM,
defined as laws, deals with the everyday matters affecting social
relationships. It sets forth ordinances as to property and personal damage
and liability, employment, marriage, divorce, arson, homicide, Tibel and the
borrowing and lending of money. There are many lessons to be learned.
Starting with the most humble and poorest of society, God commands us in his
Divine Plan to show dignity and compassion to slaves. Even lowly animals are
protected because God prohibits cruelty to animals. The keynote of Jewish
living is stressed today. We are instructed to protect workers against cruel
employers, to help the poor, the friendless and the underprivileged. If a
person is in a position to lend money. he should realize that it is the money
of the poor that he is holding, and that he is but a conduit to distribute it
to the poor. God warns us "not afflict any widow or fatherless child. If
you afflict them in any way-for if they cry at all unto Me, I will surely hear
their cry..." . MISHPATIM emphasizes truth, and points out truth is not
always found in a majority opinion. We learn today to be charitable and help

strangers be accepted in the community.

We also learn today to be honest in business. We hear how we should shut our
eyes at our neighbors faults: how we should not hate him if he is guilty

because it is quite possible that if we were in his position we would act much
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worse. Rather than shaming someone, we should be helpful. The Talmud relates
a story of a non Jew who came to Hillel and asked to be taught the entire
Torah while standing on one leg. Hillel Tistened patiently and answered. "Do
not do to others what you would not Tike to have done to you: This is the
whole Torah, the rest is commentary that you must study carefully. This story
teaches us all the laws have one great theme . This anecdote teaches us the
aim of the Torah. A Jew must believe in the sanctity of each human being .

Pursuing justice is a way of 1ife planned by God for the happiness of man.

In Judaism, the neighbor is inseparable from man. It is for this reason that
but a single man was created in the world. Scripture teaches us that if any
man causes a single soul to perish, it is as though he causes the whole world
to perish. In the movie, Schindler's List. there is a scene where Oskar
Schindler is presented with a golden ring of thanks from the Holocaust
survivors he protected. The inscription on the ring reads: "If man saves a

single soul Scripture treats it as though he had saved the entire world.

Let us all live by the greatest contribution Jews have made to civilization.
Remember the world owes its conception of justice to the Jew. In conclusion,
I would like to tell a story about the origin of my name. I am named for two
family heroes. Nicholas fought nobly in a rebellion to protect freedom and
justice. In the pursuit of freedom, he sailed to America and settled in New

Orleans, where he was a successful banker and architect. My middle name,
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William, is in memory of another hero. Willie celebrated his Bar Mitzvah in
Amsterdam after escaping Hitler. While waiting for their boat to America. the
Nazis invaded Holland and his family was caught and they were deported to
concentration camps. Willie watched his father die a horribly painful death.
Then Willie was separated from his mother. Willie died of starvation one
week before Theresienstadt was liberated, at the age of 17. His mother, my
Tante Rosyl, survived Auchschwitz and is now 92 years old. She is unable to
travel to celebrate with us but she is in my thoughts today. So. I am named
for 2 heroes that both pursued justice and righteousness. Let us hope and
pray we continue to study and learn MISHPATIM and its ideals of justice.

I'd T1ike to take this opportunity to thank my parents and my family for their
love and support. I am especially grateful to the Cantor and my tutors for the
many hours of Tong and patient work with me to hé]p me prepare for this
special occasion. I will carry the lessons you have all taught me for the

rest of my Tife.




